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1 Le present rapport d'examen pr^iiminalre international 6tabli par radministaration charg6e de I'exannen pr^llminaire 
' International, est transmis au deposant conform6ment h I article 36. 

2. Ce RAPPORT comprend 4 feuilles, y compris la presente feullle de couverture. 

n II est accomDaan6 d'ANNEXES, c'est-^-dire de feuilles de la description, des revendications ou des dessins qui 
nnt Itl^diffi e^ base au present rapport ou de feuilles contenant des rectifications f^^^^ 

aupS ?e ?adr^fn& de I'examen prellminaire International (voir la r^gle 70.16 et I'lnstmction 607 

des Instructions administratives du PCT). 

Ces annexes comprennent feuilles. 



Le present rapport contient des Indications et les pages correspondantes relatives aux points sulvants : 

Base de Toplnion 
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Absence de formulation d'oplnlon quant h la nouveaut§, I'activit^ inventive et la 
possibility d'application industrielle 
Absence d*unit4 de Tlnvention 

Declaration motlv6e selon la r^gle 66.2(a)(li) quant h la nouveaute, ractivite inventive et la possibility 
d'application industrielle; citations et explications k I'appui de cette declaration 
Certains documents cit^s 
Irregularit6s dans la demande Internationale 
Observations relatives k la demande intemationale 
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• 



RAPPORT D'EXAMEN 
PRELIMINAIRE INTERNATIONAL 



Demande Internationale n" PCXyFR 03/00701 



Base du rapport 

[=« o= n. li rnnrome Ips elements de la demande Internationale (les feuilles de remplacement qui ont ete 
femtses a SSc^icf^^ a une invitation faite conformSment a i'article 14 sont '^2"«'<='«>^^^^f ^ 

T^fSenUa^on Sm^^ "initiaiement dSposees- etne sont pas Jointes en annexe au rapport pwsqu elles ne 
contiennent pas de modifications (regies 70. 16 et 70. 17)) : 



Description, Pages 

^.Q telles qu'lnitlalement d6pos6es 

Revendications, No. 

^ .25 telles qu'lnitlalement depos6es 

Dessins, Feuilles 

telles qu'lnitlalement d6pos6es 

2 En ce aul conceme la langue. tous les §l6ments indlqu^s ci-dessus §taient k la disposition ;;administratlon 
ou lui ont ItTSmfe dans ll langue dans laquelle la demande Internationale a 6te deposee. sauf .ndication 
contraire donnee sous ce point. 

Ces 6l6ments etalent a la disposition de I'administration ou lui ont 6t6 remis dans la langue suivante: .qui est: 

□ la langue d'une traduction remise aux fins de la recherche Inlemationale (selon la regie 23.1 (b)). 

□ la langue de publication de la demande Internationale (selon la r6gle 48.3(b)). 

□ la langue de la traduction remise aux fins de I'examen pr6liminaire intemationale (selon la r§gle 55.2 ou 
55.3). 

Q Pn mil ronceme les seauences de nucleotides ou d'acide amin6sdlvulgu§es dans la demande 

rn?er^atorSr(fe cai lch^^^^ pr^limlnaire intemationale a 6t6 affectum sur la base du hstage des 

Sequences : 

□ contenu dans la demande intemationale, sous forme 6crite. 

□ depose avec la demande intemationale, sous forme dechiffrable par ordinateur. 

□ remis ult6rieurement k I'administration, sous forme ecrite. 

□ remis ulterieurement a i'administration, sous fomrie d6chiffrable par ordinateur. 

□ La declaration, selon laquelle le listage des sequences par ecrit et foumi ulterieurement ne va pas au-del& 
de la divulgation faite dans la demande telle que depos§e, a ete fournie. 

□ La declaration, selon laquelle les informations enregistrees sous d6chiffrable par ordinateur sont identiques 
h celles du listages des sequences Pr6sente par ecnt, a 6t6 fournie. 

4. Les modifications ont entratne I'annulation : 

□ de la description, pages : 

□ des revendications, nos : 

□ des dessins, feuilles : 
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RAPPORT D'EXAWIEN 
PRELIMINAIRE INTERNATIONAL 



Demande Internationale n** 



PCT/FR 03/30701 



5. □ Le present rapport a 6t6 formuld abstraction faite (de certaines) des modifications, qui ont 6te considerees 
comma allant au-del& de rexpos6 de invention tel qu'il a ete depos6, comme il est indique ci-apres (rdgle 



(Toute feuille de remplacement comportant des modifications de cette nature doit etre indiquee au point 1 
et annex6e au present rapport.) 

6. Observations complementaires, le cas Sch^ant : 



V. Declaration motivee selon rarticle 35(2) quant h la nouveaute, I'activite Inventive et la possibiiite 
d'appllcation industrielle; citations et explications a I'appui de cette declaration 



Non: Revendications 
Possibiiite d'appllcation industrielle Oui: Revendications 1-25 

Non: Revendications 

2. Citations et explications 
voir feuille separee 



70.2(c)) : 



1. Declaration 
Nouveaute 



Oui: Revendications 
Non: Revendications 
Oui: Revendications 



1-25 



Activite inventive 



1-25 
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RAPPORT D'EXAMElJ^ . Demande intemation^^** PCT/FR03/00701 

PRELIMINAIRE INTERNATIONAL ■ FEUILLE SEPAREE 



section V 

En comparaison avec I'etat de la technique le plus proche, US-A-4 626 289 . Tobjet des 
revendications presentes 19-25 se distingue en ce que la masse surfacique varie de 
moins de 20% sur la surface, et en ce que au moins 80% en poids des filaments sont 
sous la fonme de fil comprenant au moins 10 filaments. Ces caracteristiques off rent une 
solution pour les probl6mes evoquees de Tamelioration de la homogeneite de la nappe 
ainsi que la diminiuation de la d6filamentarisation. 

En comparaison avec V6tat de la technique le plus proche, Tobjet des revendications 
presentes 1-18 se distingue en ce que le liquide d'ensimage comprend un agent 
collant, et en ce que une etape de sechage se trouve entre Tetape d'ensimage et 
I'etape de mise en dispersion. 

II n'y a pas une suggestion dans Tart anterieur que ces mesures sauraient offrir les 
solutions des problemes evoques ci-avant. 

L^objet des revendications presentes est done nouveau, et implique une activite 
inventive. 
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IP«JTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY REPORT ON PATENTABILITY 
(Chapter n of the Patent Qioperation Treaty) 

(PCT Article 36 and Rule 70) 



Applicant's or agent's file reference 






CC4002011PCT 


FOR FURTHER ACTION 


See Foma PCT/IPBA/416 


Intemational application No. 


Intemational filing date (day/month/year) 


Priority date {fiayhnonthfyear) 


PCT/FR2003/000701 


05 mars 2003 (05.03.2003) 


06 mars 2002 (06.03.2002) 


Intemational Patent Classification (IPC) or national classification and IPC 




D21H 17/13 






Applicant 






SAINT-GOBAIN VETROTEX FRANCE S A. 



2, 
3. 



Authority under Article 35 and transmitted to the applicant according to Article 36. 

This REPORT consists of a total of 4 sheets, including this covm- sheet 
This report is also accompanied by ANNEXES, comprising: 
a. Q (^^^^ ^''^ applicant and to tlie Intemational Bureau) a total of 



sheets, as follows: 



□ 
□ 



sheets of the description, claims and/or drawings which have been amended and are the basis of this report 
and/or sheets containing rectifications autiiorized by this Autiiority (see Rule 70.16 and Section 607 of the 
Administrative Instructions). 

sheets which supersede earlier sheets, but which this Authority considers contain an amendment that goes 
beyond die disclosure in the intemational application as filed, as indicated in item 4 of Box No. I and the 
Supplemental Box. 

b. Q (sent to the International Bureau only) a total of (indicate type and number of electronic carrier(s)) 

— ■ . . . — , containing a sequence listing and/or tables related thereto, in computer 

readable form only, as indicated in the Supplemental Box Relating to Sequence Listing (see Section 802 of the 
Administrative Instructions). 



4. This report contains indications relating to the following items: 





Box No. I 


□ 


Box No. II 


□ 


Box No. m 


□ 


Box No. IV 


in 


Box No. V 


□ 


Box No. VI 


□ 


BoxNo. Vn 


□ 


BoxNo. Vin 



Basis of the report 
Priority 

Non-establishment of opinion witii regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicabihty 
Lack of unity of invention 

Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability, 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 

Certain documents cited 
Certain defects in the intemational application 



□ Box No. VIII Certain observations on the intemational application 



Date of submission of the demand 

06 mai 2003 (06.05,2003) 



Date of completion of this report 

25 June 2004 (25.06,2004) 



Name and mailing address of the IPEA/EP 



Facsimile No. 



Authorized officer 



Telephone No, 



Form PCT/IPBA/409 (cover sheet) (January 2004) 



INTERNATIONAL PRELVpARY REPORT ON PATENTABILITY 



Box No. I Basis of the report 



pnal application No. 
'CT/FR2003/000701 



^' ^^J^^""^^' '^""'^ ^ international appHcation in the language in which it was filed, unless 

otnerwise indicated under this item. 

□ 

This report is based on translations from the original language into the following language 

which is language of a translation furnished for the puipose of: ' 

□ international search (under Rules 12.3 and 23 . 1 (b)) 

□ 

publication of the mtemational application (under Rule 12.4) 

□ 

international preliminary exammation (under Rules 55.2 and/or 55.3) 

2cwf fl'^^''^^^ international application, this report is based on (replacement sheets which have been 
Jumished to the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to in this report as "oHginatty fUed" 
and are not annexed to this report); jf^ t^^wuny 

The international application as originally filed/iumished 
the description: 



pages 






, as originally filed/furnished 


pages* 


1-8 


received by this Authority on 




pages* 




received by this Autiiority on 




^1 the claims: 








pages 




1-25 


, as originally filed/fumished 


pages* 




, as amended (togc 


ther with any statement) under Article 19 


pages* 




received by this Authority on 


pages* 




received by this Authoritv on 




1^ the drawings: 
pages 




1/1 


, as originally filed/fiimi^ed 


pages* 




received by this Authoritv on 




pages* 




received by this Authority on 





Q a sequence listing and/or any related table(s) - see Supplemental Box Relating to Sequence Listing. 

The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

I I the description, pages 
I I the claims, Nos. 



I I the drawings, sheets/figs^ 

I I the sequence listing (ij^ecjft^: . 

any table(s) related to sequence listing (spec^): 



4. □ Hiis report has been established as if (some of) the amendments annexed to fins report and listed below had not been 

m , nn"l.?x! considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box 

(Kule 70.2(c)). 

I I the description, pages 
I I the claims, Nos. 



I I tiie drawings, sheets/figs 

I I the sequence listing (^p^(/3;j: ______ 

any table(s) related to sequence listing (specify): 



♦ If item 4 applies, some or all of those sheets may be marked "superseded, " 
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Intennational application No. 
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V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to noveIty» inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting sucli statement 



1. Statement 

Novelty (N) 

Inventive step (IS) 
Industrial q)plicability (lA) 



Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 



1-25 



1-25 



1-25 



YES 
NO 
YES 
NO 

YES 
NO 



2. Citations and explanations 

The subject matter of the current claims 19-25 differs 
from the closest prior art, US-A-4 626 289 , in that the 
surface mass varies by less than 20% over the surface, and 
in that at least 80% by weight of the filaments are in the 
form of a yam including at least 10 filaments. These 
features provide a solution to the problems of improving 
the uniformity of the web as well as of reducing filament 
separation. 



The subject matter of the current claims 1-18 differs from 
the closest prior art in that the sizing liquid includes a 
film former and in that a drying step is applied between 
the sizing step and the dispersion step. 

There is no suggestion in the prior art that these 
measures could provide solutions to the above problems . 

Therefore, the subject matter of the current claims is 
novel and involves an inventive step. 
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